NMPFFA Regular Meeting
Sept. 28th, 2006

Minutes

Call to Order @ 1320 hrs

Moment of Silence

Review of Minutes from meeting June 16th, 2006
In attendance were eight members representing Las Cruces, Albuquerque, Farmington, Deming, Bernalillo County and the Albuquerque Retirees Association.

President’s Report


The IAFF Biennial Convention was a terrific success. There were 7 delegates and alternates from Local 244 Albuquerque Area Fire Fighters, and myself representing the NMPFFA. Donny Sanchez participated in the opening ceremony Honor Guard carrying our New Mexico flag. I worked on the Human Resources Committee which reviewed two resolutions and recommended their passage during the convention. Overall 46 resolutions were acted upon and we increased the per capita by about 85 cents. The good news for New Mexicans is there will be more services available sponsored by the IAFF including Emergency Defense Grants and Educational Programs, both of which play an important role in getting our fire fighters organized and helping them be successful. 

The HELPS Retirees Act passed this August as part of the Pension Reform Bill. It should be signed into law by the end of this year. Next year our retired fire fighters can take advantage of the tax break this law should provide. We are thankful and appreciative of the Retirees Association headed by Sam Trujillo for their work upon this issue.

In this 2006 election year the NMPFFA has been approached and asked to endorse many candidates. As per our often discussed political policy, all three friendly incumbents in Washington have our continued support. They are Senator Jeff Bingaman, Congressman Tom Udall and Congresswoman Heather Wilson. In addition, the NMPFFA has weighed in on our local races supporting Governor Bill Richardson, who was our first endorsee in 2000, and Lieutenant Governor Diane Denish, as well as Gary King who is running for Attorney General against Jim Bibb. Please inform yourself about all candidates and the issues and don’t forget to get to the polls on November 7th.
Secretary/Treasurers Report


The list of locals having paid their State Association dues includes Las Cruces, Alamogordo, Raton, Carlsbad, Farmington, Deming, Artesia, Silver City, and the City of Santa Fe. We are waiting on last years dues for Albuquerque Area, Santa Fe County, Gallup, Espanola, Socorro, Valencia County, the Village of Los Ranchos and Hobbs.
Our total assets show an average balance of around $56,000. We are now financially able to become a registered PAC. Along with the ability for increased political involvement comes the need for clear spending guidelines to maintain our organization’s financial health. Look for a resolution this fall to begin directing our use of PAC money. 

In order to be eligible to send two delegates to the 2006 NMPFFA Convention, all locals must be current with their dues through the last quarter of the year, July, August & September 30, 2006. Please call John Murtagh at 463-4112 to make arrangements as soon as possible.


In order to encourage more in-state participation with the NMPFFA, a resolution will be proposed this fall at our annual convention defining what degree of participation we will require in order to be a member local in good standing. 
Local Reports


L4251 Deming

Union President Ken McFaul reports that communication is open between the fire fighters and the new mayor. Increases in pay are being discussed. Since the City of Deming has made it clear that they will fight tooth and nail to prevent having their ordinance changed in any way, the fire fighters are seeking other ways to do business. The fire fighters are still strong in their desire to have their Captains allowed in their bargaining unit and/or to be allowed a due process before a labor board to have that issue determined by a third party. Their current ordinance specifically prohibits the position from representation. Another problem with the ordinance is the prohibition of free speech rights as they relate to local political endorsements and campaigning. The ACLU has filed suit against Deming as well as Farmington for maintaining such unconstitutional language.

L2850 Farmington

Union President John Davis reports that Farmington is transitioning from one pay plan to the new one. They may need to file a Prohibited Practice Complaint to get things done. Local Secretary/Treasurer and past NMPFFA Trustee Ryan Briggs resigned this summer. The new S/T is Jason Appleton. A couple of members were put on an alternate schedule for light duty. As a result management started calculating all their benefits including their retirement upon this temporary schedule. The 40 hour schedule reduces the annual hours worked from 2912 to 2756. The Local went to bat for them and got everything adjusted properly. Incidentally, both employees were in the rank of Captain. It seems that the Captains are getting great representation, although officially they are not considered to be part of the bargaining unit.

L244 Albuquerque Chapter
The big stir at AFD is about the fire fighters who are planning to fight at the Rumble in Rio boxing match on October 21st, where police officers and fire fighters spar to raise money for charity. The Fire Chief has been instructed by Nick Bacchus to discipline anyone participating in this event. The ACLU has taken the case to protect the fire fighters right to freedom of speech, freedom of artistic expression and freedom of association. This is a test for labor and management to establish just how much authority an employer has over off-duty activities.

L244 Bernalillo County Chapter

The county is continuing to hire people in order to meet the staffing promises of the County Commission two years ago. The fire fighters say that although more folks are being hired they still staff some of the engines with only two personnel, so the increase in employees isn’t maintaining a minimum safe staffing standard. Contract negotiations will begin again soon. The rumor is that the Sheriffs officers will be getting a pay raise despite the County’s position that no raises will be given this year, due to the cost of the County taking over management of the jail. This could help the fire fighters secure a pay raise.
L2362 Las Cruces

New Las Cruces Vice President Jacob Trujillo, E-board member Matt Hall, and Political Leaison Daniel Sanchez report that their department has expanded to 6 engine companies and 2 truck companies. They have formed a new alliance with the police and the blue collar unions. Hopefully this will help them perform effective political action. They are hoping for the possibility of getting a building donated to the local, which they could use for a headquarters, for meetings and for public relations events.  One of the new fire fighter members suffered a tragic loss when someone vandalized his reptile sanctuary and destroyed or stole all the rare, protected species he had been raising. The brother’s name is Michael Daniels and donations will be accepted by the local to help him rebuild his animal refuge. For more information please contact Jacob at engine3lcfd@yahoo.com.

AFD Retirees Association

President Sam Trujillo reports maintaining a membership of around 450 retired fire fighters. They have good participation at meetings with often 40-50 attendees. This year was the first time they were invited to speak to the AFD cadet class about their history, their perspectives and their retirees association and how much it means to them after their quick tour of duty in the fire department. They told the rookie fire fighter cadets that twenty years goes by all too quickly, and to treasure it as it happens. Another project they have been involved in is obtaining a building for a fire fighter museum in the old railroad area of downtown Albuquerque. The property is off Second Street and at one time housed an engine company while Station Two was being built. After visiting the Indianapolis Fire Fighters Local 416 Union Hall, museum and community training facility we hope to be able to build something similar for our fire fighting community in Albuquerque. 

New Business

It was moved and approved to reimburse President Kane for parking costs while in Toronto at the IAFF biennial Convention.
It was moved that the NMPFFA discontinue our agreement with Local 244 whereby we were paying approximately $3200 annually to use the union hall for meetings and receive ten hours per week of secretarial services. We have not used these services and we only meet five times a year, so paying to rent the hall on a per/ meeting basis makes more sense for our organization. The motion passed unanimously.
It was moved and approved to hold the next NMPFFA Convention on Saturday November 18th, at the Sandia Casino & Resort with the NMPFFA providing a luncheon for the delegates prior to the meeting. Only locals which are current with their dues may send delegates. Each local gets two delegates.
Nominations for all officer positions will be accepted until the end of the business day on October 18th, 2006. Currently Emily Kane has been nominated for President, John Murtagh has been nominated for Secretary/Treasurer, Ken McFaul has been nominated for South Region Vice President, John Davis for the North Region Vice President, and Jerry Ironside for Central Region Vice President. We have three nominees for the three Trustee positions and they are David Jenkins (Santa Fe L2059), Steve Vaughn (Albuquerque Area L244, county), John Sereno (AFD Retirees).
Meting adjourned at 1605 hrs.
