Minutes

NMPFFA

9-16-04

Call to Order @ 2:15 pm. In attendance were fifteen people representing seven locals including Santa Fe, Las Cruces, Deming, Gallup, Santa Fe County, Valencia County and Albuquerque Area.

Matt Earls, new local president from Santa Fe County Local 4366 was welcomed. Also present were six members of the Hobbs Fire Department who were invited to attend and find out more about the IAFF. It was agreed by the membership that they would be welcome guests at this meeting. Guest speaker Gary King, who is a candidate in the November election for the Congressional House of Representatives 2nd District, spoke about his interests and his background. Yes, he is the son of past governor Bruce King. Gary is currently an attorney working on WIPP environmental issues. He served as a State Representative for eight years representing Torrance and Valencia County. He worked for the DOE during the Clinton administration and has the reputation of being very supportive of the working class laboring person. This year he won the democratic primary two to one against a worthy opponent, Jeff Steinborn.

Presidents Report


Many locals in New Mexico endorsed candidates in the primary election held June 1st. The results were overwhelmingly positive. The biggest race in which we have an interest is the one for the 2nd Congressional Seat in the House of Representatives. This position is currently held by Congressman Stevan Pearce (R). We have tried to work with Congressman Pearce as we do all our representatives, paying him personal visits each year and expressing our issues and our concerns. He has not supported any of our issues or voted for any of our legislation for the past two years since he took office. 


The Democratic PRC position was won by Ben R. Lujan. The Democratic position for Congressional District 1 was won by Richard Romero. We still support Congresswoman Heather Wilson (R), who currently holds that position. Unlike Pearce, she has listened to our concerns, has an open door policy toward the fire fighters and has voted for our issues every time. We are pleased with her in Washington DC and will not turn our backs on her. Both races will be decided in November.


Many county commission and city council races were essentially won during the primary, because there is no one running against the candidate in the general election in November. Of special note were Bernalillo County Commission District 5, where we helped Tim Cummins(R) retain the position, and Bernalillo County Commission District 2, where Teresa Cordova(D) also was helped by fire fighters and won the position. The Las Cruces Fire Fighters came out with support for a County Commission candidate, Bill McCanley who won in the primary. McCanley will have an opponent in November. At the State level, Las Cruces is supporting Sam Palm for 33rd District in the House of Representatives. This is a vacant seat with no incumbent. Sam is a republican and has been a fire fighter and will work hard for us.

The IAFF Biennial Convention will be in Boston this year from August 15th thru the 20th, 2004. There has never been good attendance from New Mexico. Albuquerque Local 244 has attended the last three or four conventions, but no other locals have gone and our input has been missed. This year we are happy to announce, there will be more participation. Las Cruces Local 2362 is sending two delegates, Daniel Sanchez and John Lucero have been selected to go. Santa Fe Local 2059 will attend for the first time. Mark Marquez is one of their delegates, with another person possibly selected before the end of July. At the time of writing these minutes, we know that Albuquerque’s delegates will be Jim Dye, John Garcia, Chris Fichtner and Eric Mendoza. To send along your locals voice by proxy, you must select from these delegates and vote for one of them to carry the proxy votes. Then you must send in your credentials to the IAFF with your seal imprint, so that they have a record of your intention to send proxy votes along. The deadline for receipt of credentials by the IAFF is 5pm July 14th, 2004. It was moved and approved to give a grant of $1000 to each local sending delegates to convention this year as an incentive for participating. Approval was unanimous. 

The meeting of the Federation of State & Provincial Associations was incredibly informative and inspiring to the lowly New Mexico State Association President, who traveled there at the IAFF’s request. We were invited due to the fact that New Mexico is a battleground state and the IAFF presented their plan to the attendees. It was terrific to find out what other State Associations do to help their locals, to participate in charitable activity, to educate their members and improve the jobs of the fire fighters. The NMPFFA joined this Federation for a fee of $220. It was also moved and approved to reimburse president Kane for her expenses above the $750 grant received from the FSPPFFA to attend their meeting in May. The amount was $75. 

The State Association and Provincial Association leaders I met there were supportive of what we are doing in New Mexico and many offered their personal assistance. This networking opportunity was at the perfect time for our organization and will be used in the future, you can be sure. Besides the game plan for working toward positive results for November 2, 2004, there was a lot of information given about how to comply with new federal reporting laws, specifically how to fill out the LM2 forms and where to get guidance if needed.  An update about federal legislation: The SAFER Act has yet to receive any money. It was passed in December as part of the Defense Bill. Without a budget there will not be anything available for our smaller understaffed fire departments to apply for this October, which was when the money was to become available, and departments could apply to increase staffing on fire pumpers to four people. We will continue to work toward financing this bill and getting the safer staffing to the fire departments.

Secretary/Treasurers Report

Albuquerque L244, Carlsbad L1687, Deming L4251, Farmington L2850, Gallup L4296, Las Cruces L2362, Los Alamos L3279, Raton L2378 and Santa Fe L2059 have all paid a year’s worth of dues to the State Association. The Village of Los Ranchos L4304 is paid through April. The Valencia County Fire Fighters L4297 and Alamogordo L4348 have both paid for two months. There are seven other locals that have not yet paid dues, but are intending to. A notice will go out to these locals advising them of their status. We are maintaining a good balance of around $20,000, however our fundraising isn’t bringing in much. Alternate methods of funding the Association need to be initiated.

A donation to the family of Christopher Ramos, a fire fighters brother who was killed in the line of duty in Iraq in the amount of $250 was given in May. A donation of $250 each to the Road Runner Food Bank, and the UNM Children’s Hospital was given recently as well. 

A grant of $750 was received from the Federation of State and Provincial Professional Fire Fighters Associations. This grant was for the costs around the attendance of the NMPFFA President at the last meeting in May, 2004. 

Old Business

Local Reports

Las Cruces L2362 reports things going smoothly. Involvement in political activity increases in this strong local and the members are seeing results. A new mayor would help them out. This years state and local elections promise to have many opportunities for them to get involved and promote candidates. They have met with Gary King and are proceeding to give him their local’s endorsement. Also endorsed are Sam Palm 33rd Congressional District and Bill McCanley for County Commisioner.

Valencia County L4297 reports that the IAFF Legal Guardian program is in the process of defending the president Matt Blanchfield from discrimination due to union activity. Keith Reeves, who was wrongfully terminated for the same is also being defended by the IAFF.

Deming L4251 reports that they are awaiting the hearing to determine the status of their captains, that is whether or not they will be allowed to be in the bargaining unit, as they wish. An Emergency Defense Grant is paying for the legal assistance. This woill be a precedent setting case in New Mexico. Deming received new SCBAs and bunker gear by submitting grant requests on-line.

Santa Fe L2059 reports that they received approval for 30 more personnel. There are 20 in an academy now. The local’s contract went to impasse and took 9 months to complete, but a new contract has finally been ratified. Mark Marquez is interested in getting more politically involved at the State level and wants to help. The Gallup L4296 is at a stand still in their contract negotiations and asked Mark for assistance. The State Association approves for him to go to Gallup and get reimbursed expenses.

Santa Fe County L4366 is our newest local. President Matt Earls attended to gather information for the local. President Emily Kane will attend their first union meeting to help see them off to a good start and answer questions regarding FLSA issues and the law suit which some have filled via Pennington et al. Their FLSA period was recently changed to a 212 hour period. They would like to see their PERA increased to a level five contribution plan.

Hobbs Fire Fighters sent six members to get information about becoming an IAFF local. They reported cutbacks from 72 to 60 fire fighters. Their chief is Manny Gomez. They are required to work two on-call shifts per month without any stand-by pay at all. They are also getting docked five hour each night that they sleep without interruption from their FLSA hours worked calculation. They are really ready to become an IAFF local. President Kane will schedule a meeting in Hobbs with their members to introduce them to the IAFF. Southern VP Dennis Pacheco is invited to attend.

