NMPFFA MINUTES

8-26-04

Meeting called to order at 1:50 pm

In attendance were 13 members representing 7 locals. 

Presidents Report

Our presence at the IAFF Biennial Convention in Boston was noticed. Friendly remarks were made by our General President as well as by other important IAFF leaders. John Garcia L244 President, served on the Federal Fire Fighter Committee. 10th District VP Jim Ferguson met with us while we were there.  Bob McCarthy, President of the Professional Fire Fighters of Massachusetts was very hospitable. A. Michael Mullane, 3rd District VP, whose nephew Neal Mullane was one of our PEPS Instructors was very helpful as well. Neal Mullane was happy to see New Mexicans in Boston, his hometown, and hopes that he gets to come out for another PEPS Conference in April 2005.

There was an impressive opening ceremony which included live fireworks, honoring all who serve in the military and drawing the parallel between the armed forces overseas and the police and fire departments here at home. There were lots of terrific guest speakers including Local 718 President Nick DiMarino, Representative Edward Markey (D-MA), Bill Press the host of CNN’s “Crossfire”, Chief Bob DiPoli the newly elected President of the International Association of Fire Chiefs and Jeni Stepanek, mother of the late Mattie Stepanek, MDA’s National Goodwill Ambassador and great friend to IAFF fire fighters everywhere.

Our delegates listened to words of wisdom, to the state of our IAFF Union address from General President Schaitberger and to many calls to action to fight for improving our working conditions, our job security and the protecting the lives of those who depend upon us. During the off-hours the beautiful city of Boston was at our disposal for entertainment and sight seeing. Boston calls itself a “walking city” and I know many New Mexicans did an awful lot of walking.

Other items to report include the steady growth of the number of IAFF members in New Mexico as well as gains in establishing our right to negotiate for our fire fighters.

One new local has been organized, L4384 in Hobbs, New Mexico. South region VP Dennis Pacheco and I visited in July to assist them. L2947 Socorro just had a successful recognition election in July. L4296 Gallup just finished their first contract. Mark Marquez, North Region VP assisted them. 


I am working with all our new locals to get recognition for their bargaining units. Both Silver City L2430 and Farmington L2580 are in contract negotiations. They are using a lot of the skills they learned at the ALTS Educational Conference last year. The Raton Fire Fighters L2378 are attempting to re-establish their bargaining unit to include their paramedics.

Secretary/Treasurers Report


Secretary/Treasurer John Murtagh reports a balance of around $22,000 as of mid-August. There are also $2,000 in the scholarship fund. Another $2,000 will be transferred to this fund. There are three grants of $1,000 each to go to the locals sending delegates to the convention. The Ronald McDonald House received a matching donation of $750 supporting Local 244 members who raised $1500 more for a contribution given in the name of Kevin Hall, cancer victim and IAFF Fire Fighter’s son. Local 244 gave the other $750. $250 was donated to the UNM Children’s Hospital. A full account of money raised and expenditures will be available by our next State Association Convention. 


Our fund raising has been slower than expected and there is the possibility of looking for other fundraising ideas before our contract with the current company is over. Most of our budget is used to primarily for charitable donations, for legal fees and to bring educational opportunities to our membership. We have recently approved a per diem amount for e-board members when performing State Association business assisting locals with prior approval by the president.

Regional VP Reports

Dennis Pacheco the South Region VP traveled to Hobbs with President Emily Kane to assist with organizing the membership of the Hobbs Fire Department. There were two very productive meetings where many questions were asked and misconceptions were corrected. A lot of what people thought a union was all about seemed antiquated and stereotyped. The Hobbs Fire Fighters learned that the IAFF is a bold, new union with a progressive attitude. Some of the benefits of joining with the IAFF were explained. Stories were told about other New Mexico locals and their successes. The big message is that you are not alone out there, you’re just in Hobbs.

Mark Marquez met with the Gallup City Manager and the Gallup L4296 negotiating team to bring their contract negotiations to a close. He spent three days on this project and reported a successful conclusion with a contract that improved wages and brought everyone some good  language protecting their rights.

Local Reports

Ken McFaul of Deming L4251 reported that they are still hanging in there and waiting for their lawsuit about the Captains in their bargaining unit to be finalized. The EDF Grant fron the IAFF has been extended. Report on what the IAFF has paid thus far will be available next meeting.

Dean Hackett of Alamogordo L4348 says his local is also waiting until their current contract expires and they can get recognized as their own bargaining unit. Alamogordo was part of a DPS system law enforcement union. Their issue were not being addressed so they made the move to become an IAFF local.

Socorro L2947 President Cliff Armijo reported a successful election in July with some sour grapes on the part of a couple of people who did not get their way. The vote passed two to one. Interesting to note that one person currently not interested in being part of the L2947 bargaining unit is the original union president. This officer decided back when the Union was first formed in 1980 not to gain formal recognition for the bargaining unit. It remains unclear why he, in his capacity as union president chose that route. The Town of Socorro has hired Management Associates to attempt to undermine the Union and overturn the election.

Lance Horton of Silver City L2430 reports an interesting time at the negotiations table. A sticking point right now may be supplying the fire fighters with wildland boots. An olive branch offering might be to locate a grant the city can use to accomplish this necessary supply of safety equipment. 

It was moved and approved to spend up to $350 for the Second Annual Motorcycle run to the Colorado Springs Fallen Fire Fighter Memorial in September. The NMPFFA will sell t-shirts for ten dollars to participants and serve a send-off breakfast on the morning of the 17th at the 244 Union Hall at 4100 Edith NW

It was moved and approved to expand the next PEPS Conference and look at having a two day event including some basic union officer classes as well as the advanced training in negotiations. The cost of the second day would be borne by the NMPFFA.

It was moved and approved to donate $500 to the AFD Retirees Association for the initial start up of the Retired Firefighter License Plates approved at the last legislative session. They look real similar to the regular Fire Fighter Tag and the Retirees Association will be responsible to verify the applicant’s eligibility.

It was moved and approved to allow $65/day for expenses to e-board members when traveling out of town on official NMPFFA business such as attending conferences and training seminars.

At the close of the meeting, a presentation was given by Gary Bratton. It was about Life Insurance for fire fighter groups. The local leaders will look over the information handed out and report their opinions later.

The next meeting will be on September 16th at 2pm so that we can plan our annual convention. The Motorcycle Run is the following day.

IAFF BIENNIAL CONVENTION

Boston, MA

August 16-20, 2004

New Mexico made history at this year’s IAFF Convention by sending more delegates than ever to participate. This is the first time our state has been represented so well. In fact New Mexico had a table full of delegates this year. Our presence did not go unnoticed by General President Harold Schaitberger, who mentioned his recent visit to Albuquerque, New Mexico during his “State of the Union” address on Monday August 16th. More than 1,700 delegates, 725 alternates and 880 guests attended this years convention making it the largest in history. During the week the delegates and alternates discussed and voted on 45 resolutions directing the future of the IAFF for the next two years. Per capita resolutions, all of which passed easily, will increase the IAFF per capita from 8.49 to 8.92 per member per month. The members of the IAFF, now over 265,000 strong, will receive better legal assistance, more political action, and research and development of better retiree healthcare options including development of a national health care plan to cover retirees until they become eligible for Medicare coverage. 

Other resolutions were passed included supporting a change in current Federal SCBA laws allowing fire departments to utilize an earlier low air alert, providing for the research and production of the second edition of “Symbol of Action” chronicling the history of the IAFF from 1918 to the present, and the formation of an IAFF Motorcycle Club to promote goodwill and harmony within our great organization.

New Mexican Delegates were John Garcia, Eric Mendoza, Donny Sanchez and Chris Fichtner from Albuquerque Area Local 244, Mark Marquez from Santa Fe Local 2059, and Daniel Sanchez from Las Cruces Local 2362. Alternates were Robert Sanchez, Darrell Lindsey, Mike Paiz and Henry Chavez from Albuquerque, Greg Agrusa from Santa Fe and John Lucero from Las Cruces. Representing the New Mexico Professional Fire Fighters State Association was Emily Kane. 

All the delegates and alternates worked hard during the day and in the late afternoons and evenings they experienced the beautiful City of Boston including Fenway Park, the site of the Boston Tea Party on Boston Harbor, Beacon Hill, the Boston Gardens, the original “Cheers” tavern and many other points of interest. The seafood was excellent and the Red Sox won and the beer tasted better in Boston. 

The IAFF celebrated 50 years as supporter and friend of the Muscular Dystrophy Association. A memorial to Goodwill Ambassador Mattie Stepanek was presented during the Convention. Mattie passed away in June this year at the young age of 13 from complications due to a rare neuromuscular disease, one of the forty such diseases that MDA is fighting to cure. During his life Mattie had received multiple blood transfusions a lot of them from fire fighters. His mother, Jeni Stepanek stated, “He had more fire fighter blood in him than Stepanek blood.” This year’s Jerry Lewis MDA Telethon will feature appearances by the IAFF fire fighters who collectively during the last 50 years have raised more than $200 million for the fight against neuromuscular diseases.

On the fourth day of the Convention the delegates chose the location for the 2008 Convention of the IAFF. As a reminder in two years the 2006 Convention is to be held in Toronto Canada. The delegates at this year’s Convention picked San Diego California for our Convention site in 2008.  

