NMPFFA Regular Meeting
February 15, 2007
Minutes

Call to Order @ 1300 hrs
Moment of Silence

Review of Minutes from meeting December 21st , 2006
In attendance were 13 members representing Carlsbad, Santa Fe County,  Albuquerque, Farmington, Deming, Bernalillo County, Alamogordo and Raton.

Guest Speaker: Barbara Leonard, MDA Camp Coordinator

MDA Summer Camp will be held June 3-9th, 2007 in Socorro NM. Camp Councilors will meet in Albuquerque and ride a bus to the camp location with their MDA Camper. A seven minute video documenting actual camp activities will be available to help you find interested fire fighters to join the camp this year. Applications are available right now from the NMPFFA or through your MDA Contact Person. 

President’s Report


It has been a busy 48th NM State Legislature. We have three bills which are progressing very well. The Fire Fighter Day of Remembrance on September 11th has passed through the Public Affairs Committee and will be presented on the House Floor for final debate & vote. It is HB 287 & SB 925. The Fire Fighters Fund has to get through another committee hearing before final House passage. It is HB 377 & SB 329. The appropriation for the fund from license plate fees is HB 484 & SB 924.  All have been introduced and are on their way to committee hearings. HB 287 has progresses the farthest. A signing ceremony will be held whenever one of our bills gets through both sides, House & Senate. The Governor has asked to hold an early signing for our bills.

We met with Governor Richardson in January a few days after he announced his intention to run for President. The NMPFFA has offered to help him any way that we can. It was offered to have him come to the next Federation of State and Provincial Association meetings which will be in May in New Hampshire this spring. He indicated that he would like to have that opportunity. There we will introduce him to the other IAFF State Association presidents, especially Bob McCarthy (Mass), Dave Lang (New Hampshire), Jack Reed (Iowa) and Rusty McAllister (Nevada). Hopefully this will give him a leg up in our fire fighter organizations selection for presidential candidate.

The IAFF Legislative Conference held in Washington DC will be on March 11-15, 2007. We are sending four representatives, the NMPFFA president Emily Kane, North Region VP John Davis, Soth Region VP Ken McFaul and Central Region VP Steve Vaughan. HR 980 was just introduced which will may Collective Bargaining a legal right for all public employees. Congressman Udal, Congresswoman Wilson and Senator Bingamon have all been cosponsors of this legislation in the past. We will ask them all to continue their support. With a Democratic Congress we have the best chance ever to give all the States the right to Collectively Bargain. We will learn about other issues important to fire fighters and will lobby your delegation in Washington. This will be an exciting year. 
Secretary/Treasurers Report

Income from Xentel is down this year from the last.  show an average balance of around $56,000. 
Local Reports


L4348 Alamogordo
Union President Dean Hackett and Bill Farmer attended to inform us that their membership is vacillating in their interest to remain an IAFF local. It was explained to them that the members can receive our assistance at the negotiating table if they stay affiliated. Since they can only be recognized through the public safety officers union they are encouraged to become more involved in fact to demand representation on the negotiating team and indeed to be allowed to use the reopener clase to get in and ask for base pay increases in April, 2007. The IAFF would like to be able to work for them. The members need to understand that the temporary forced belonging to APSOA will eventually be  resolved, but in the meantime, we can still help them.

L4366 Santa Fe County

Our newest State Association member and welcome guests, E-Board members  Tom Jimenez and Jeff Golden report that their association is concerned about developing their organizations ability to provide oversight upon the county’s financial doings. They want to know where the new ¼ cent Gross Receipts money goes. They also want input into the Training, Safety and the promotional process of the department. Chief Stan Holden is not known to be respectful of labors input, so establishing that voice and getting heard will be a big challenge. Their contract does give them a forum for these discussions through their Labor/ Management Relations Committee. New president Dewey Holliday will have his hands full fro awhile. Santa Fe City is working to help them be heard.

L1687 Carlsbad is at impasse and has a Contract Arbitration scheduled for March 21st. This is the first one to be held in New Mexico. The Arbitrators decision will be binding.  They do allow witnesses and testimony to help you develop and defend your position. Tom Martin, a labor attorney in Carlsbad will handle this interesting process. Anyone who can come is invited. It was suggested that a recording of the proceedings be made, so that those who cannot be there can still learn about Contract Arbitration.
Deming L4251 may actually get to have a recognition election in the near future. Their mayor is interested in working with the fire fighters and helping them get needed improvements in their working conditions. 

L244 Albuquerque Chapter
We attended the Prohibited Practice hearing for the Ladder staffing shortage. The final opinion of the Labor Board was that the city was justified for doing it to save the budget, but that given the safety concerns and the past practice of staffing with four, that they would not be allowed to continue short staffing the ladder companies with three anymore. Most people found this to be a win-win decision. The practice was stopped, but without any sanctions being levied which would have cost the fire department  more budget money. 

L244 Bernalillo County Chapter

SteveVaughan and Jerry Ironside report that BCFD recently ratified a contract giving members a 1.75% base pay raise and a 1.50% COLA for a total increase of 3.25%. The feeling was just to get this one done and prepare to open again, hopefully with a better political environment. 
L2378 Raton is here to inform us about the most recent problems they are facing. A member who is currently on probation had an accident resulting in a shoulder injury. The member is having surgery and will need a few months off to rehab his shoulder. The Fire Chief David Pasquale requested the individual’s resignation. Fortunately he did not sign it, but rather contacted the NMPFFA and we advised him not to sign anything. It is outrageous to find that a small department with a very high turn over rate would be so quick to get rid of someone. The fire fighters is a good employee, according to President Willie Moon. Any other department would put him on light-duty status, FMLA sick leave, even Leave without pay if absolutely necessary, and work with him to keep him as an employee. This is just another reason why Raton is having so many problems. 

North Region VP John Davis reports that Farmington is working to help administer their current contract. President Davis was told that the City could no longer deduct probationary members dues from their paychecks. He was pretty annoyed about this, especially since they were doing it and stopped. He mentioned that their City Manager is leaving. Perhaps Donna Brooks will throw her hat in the ring. It might be a great time to have some political meetings with her

New Business

It was moved and approved to provide some incentives for the MDA drive this year. A “Most Participation” award will be given to the local who gets the largest percentage of their membership involved in their boot drives, kick-off events, and also the MDA summer camp. It will have a value of approximately $500. 

Another award will be given called the “Most Improved Participant”  and it will go to the New Mexico Local who improves their fund raising amount the most this year compared to last year. 

And the final award is reserved for all the people who become camp councilors, called the MDA Fire Fighter Councilor of the Year Award.  This one will be a dinner gift card, hopefully donated by one of our business sponsors.

 Next meeting will be held on Thursday April 19, 2007 at the Local 244 Union Hall at 1 pm. 
Meting adjourned at 1555 hrs.
