NMPFFA Minutes

September 28, 2008

Meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm. In attendance were 10 members representing five locals. 

Presidents Report: On September 15th the NMPFFA held a political rally for Martin Heinrich, candidate for Congressional District One Representative, and Tom Udall, the candidate we are supporting for a move up from Congressman to Senator. It was at the National Hispanic Cultural Center from 11 am until 12:30. In attendance were firefighters and other labor union members from all over the state. Approximately 250 people attended. The rally featured an opening address from myself and Local 244 President Diego Arencon. Then we introduced Harold Schaitberger, the General President of the IAFF. His speech was well received by everybody present. Martin Heinrich our own local candidate attempting to secure CD1 for a labor friendly candidate spoke about what labor meant to him growing up and how this country was built on the backs of hard working middle-class people, like fire fighters.
Later the General President visited a local fire station Station Thirteen, where City and County Local 244 fire fighters heard him speech to them and later had lunch with him. Lots of pictures were taken. Both events were watersheds for our State Association and our largest local. We did a great job promoting the people we would like to have in office representing us in Washington DC. And out members had the opportunity to meet a great man and a truly great leader, the GP Harold Schaitberger.
During the Las Vegas Convention the IAFF made its position on the presidential race official. We will be supporting Barak Obama for President of the United State. Our good friend Senator Joe Biden was there to speak on Senator Obama’s behalf. In a few weeks we would learn that Senator Biden had been chosen to be the Vice Presidential candidate by Obama. That made his presence at our convention all the more special.
The Santa Fe Fire Fighters pulled off another great event for September 11th. This year was slightly smaller in number of marchers, but we had motorcyclists participate, which was a treat. Tom Udall’s wife Jill Cooper was our guest speaker along with Mayor David Coss. Both were properly respectful of the day and moved by our solemnity. A fire fighter from FDNY marched with us as well as a civilian wearing a fire helmet and carrying a US flag. Picture will be posted on the web-site.
Secretary/Treasurers Report: We still have some outstanding back dues owed. Las Cruces has not been attending or sending dues for a while. The balance in the regular checking account remains at 35 to 40K. There is still concern that this is not growing but is stagnant.
Old Business: Just to bring everybody up to speed, the process of drafting a bill proposal for presumptive disability is continuing with input from the WC Insurance companies as well as the Association of Counties and the Municipal League. John Horton from Associated General Contractors has worked well with us and we will have a proposal ready fro the Workers Comp Advisory Council meeting on September 30th. Please attend if at all possible.
Local Reports:

Albuquerque Local 244 reports that their membership is more accepting of the way the IAFF makes political decisions after hearing it from GP Schaitberger himself. A staunch Republican member came away with a different attitude. The fact that the IAFF supports members of all parties including 30% of their PAC going to Republican candidates speaks for itself. It is an issues matter not a party matter. In Las Vegas a special meeting was held with the California Department of Forestry guys to discuss how California negotiated a fair arrangement with its career departments who send their folks to the wildland fires. It is here that the concept of “portal to portal” was initiated. The Albuquerque Area fire fighters have an interest in improving things for their wildland fire fighters who go out for the state here at home, as well as to other states. This is a fairness and condition of employment issue for AFD & BCFD.
Los Alamos Local 3279 reports that the hearing in District Court was held and the Judge ruled totally in their favor. Now the word is that the Los Alamos County managers are going to appeal the decision, just to drag it out and cost the fire fighters more. An appeal to the IAFF is underway and the NMPFFA’s assistance may be needed. AN EDF Grant will be filed soon.
Santa Fe Local 2059 reports their trip to Las Vegas was totally worth it.  Everybody who went got to sit on the floor for at least a few hours and hear the icons of our great union talk the talk and run our business. A special tribute to General Secretary Treasurer Vinnie Bollon and his financial genius was given. Many state leaders and District Vice Presidents were free with their time and advice for the younger guys. President David Jenkins was inspired by the raw power of the IAFF.
Carlsbad Local 1687 reports a successful fundraiser for the Boys and Girls Club. A local guy won the Harley and boy was he pleased. They are currently getting people recertified in HazMat and other specialties. Water Rescue may get some attention this spring. Robert Sanchez mentions that he is interested in taking on more responsibility in the NMPFFA.
Deming Local 4251 President Ken McFaul announced he will be stepping down as South Region VP, and possibly later as the local President. We are sorry to see him leave that position, and hope that he remains active in the NMPFFA. We also hope that he gets promoted soon! Of course it might not be too bad if he gets to be Chief soon.
New Business:

Between now and November 4th, lots of IAFF members will be busy assisting their candidates win their local, state and federal elections. If you need a way to participate, Labor 2008 is having evening phone calling sessions from 6-9pm every weekday at the AFSCME headquarters on Pennsylvania. Also Saturday walks are organized for Saturdays. Don’t be surprised if Obama makes it to New Mexico soon, because we are a battleground state and therefore worthy of any candidates efforts.

Nominations for our own President, S/T, Vice Presidents, and one Trustee position were taken.

Emily Kane was nominated for President of the NMPFFA. John Murtagh was nominated for Secretary/Treasurer, John Davis was nominated for the North Region VP, Robert Sanchez was nominated for the South Region VP, Kevin McClellan was nominated for the Central Region VP, John Serino was nominated for the Trustee position and Ahren Griego was also nominated for Trustee. And election to determine who shall be our officers will be held at the NMPFFA Convention this fall. 

The date set for NMPFFA Convention is Saturday November 17th. It will be held at the Albuquerque Hilton again. All locals in good standing are invited to send two delegates each to this important event where we will discuss our political agenda for the 49th Legislative Session in New Mexico and our goals for our State Association in 2009. Many people are interested in what we are doing in the legislature this year, and hopefully we can bring the first presumptive law for fire fighters into existence. 
Meeting adjourned at 1600 hours.

