NMPFFA Minutes

June 19, 2008

Meeting was called to order at 1:10 pm. In attendance were 13 members representing seven locals. 

Presidents Report: There are two important issues to bring to the attention of the NMPFFA. First, the IAFF Biennial Convention is coming upon us quickly and delegates need to be selected ASAP, rooms reserved and credentials returned to the IAFF before July 9th. The official delegates who are definitely attending so far are as follows:

From Farmington Local 2850, John Davis, from Santa Fe Local 2059 David Jenkins and Carl Crook, from Albuquerque Area Local 244 Diego Arencon, Chris Fichtner, Richard Sanchez, Brian Kadle, Keith Milliron and Ahren Griego. If your local will be unable to attend and has fewer than 100 members, please select one of these delegates to carry your credentials. Then return the DUPLICATE Proxy Credentials to the IAFF for processing. ALL credentials must be received in the IAFF offices by July 9th. Make sure that you have registered and paid the Convention Fee if you are attending prior to sending in your credentials.

The second important issue is the opening of the process for SAFER grants. Applications will be accepted until June 27th. The applications are available on-line. Please feel free to contact President Emily Kane for assistance in filing your application. 

Secretary/Treasurers Report: Approximately 2/3 of the membership are current with this year’s NMPFFA dues. We recently spent $3200 for the PEPS Conference. $338 is still owed to Gary Rainey for staying an extra day and instructing “Intro to FLSA Law”. All the workshops were great. Participation however was about 50% of what was expected. We will be looking at charging a registration fee next year to improve attendance. The balance in the regular checking account remains at 35 to 40K. There is still concern that this is not growing but is stagnant, despite Xentel fundraising and the slight increase in dues last Convention. The S/T will keep a very close eye on this trend.

Old Business: Nothing to attend to other than the IAFF Biennial Convention which was mentioned  in the Presidents Report. The procedure for proxy assignment will be addressed during New Business.

Local Reports:

Albuquerque Local 244 reports a very successful contract attributed to a good relationship with the Mayor and good political action by the membership. The firefighter voice is heeded whenever it is heard. An ISO re-evaluation is in the works. It is the Fire Department’s intent to use a third party expert assessor to focus attention on what we need to accomplish an ISO of 1. Farmington recently attained a 3. IN New Mexico this is the lowest ISO rating of any fire department. For Albuquerque to reduce its ISO at all would be a huge accomplishment.

Los Alamos Local 3279 reports that an important hearing is scheduled for July  18th in Santa Fe in District Court about the paramedic contracts which individuals were forced to sign without any union involvement or negotiations. The two members listed on the formal legal documents were actually in the paramedic training program when a contract with the Los Alamos County Fire Department was forced upon them. Sign or get out were the terms. The Local is hopeful that their case is a strong one and the decision will be in their favor. Also the firefighters wanted to ask the IAFF if there is any recognition or incentive for maintaining a 100% Union Membership?

Bernalillo County Local 244 has achieved a 5.5% ATB pay increase this last negotiations. They report that testing for the open Lieutenant and Commander position has started. On the randonacts.org website the steps for forming a non-profit charitable organization are listed. When Paramedic Ernie Carrasco passed away this spring, the Random Acts organization contributed much support to Ernie’s family. We thank them for all they did for a union brother. His “Last Alarm” notice is still posted on the web.

Deming Local 4251 states they are involved in the financial re-opener of their first contract. The members gave a split vote for the proposal which gave only a 3% increase and increased the number eligible for incentive pay. The Fire Chief is finally retiring and two of the Captains have applied for the position. The local 911 communications system is still not certified to provide 911 medical dispatch. President Ken McFaul wonders who to contact at the State level? This may involve the EMS Bureau and we will follow up on that for the next meeting. In his capacity as the South Region Vice President Ken reports that Sunland Park still has not been chartered. The NMPFFA will investigate this and find out what the problem is with the application for a local organization.

Carlsbad Local 1687 reports that their back pay contract issue which the arbitrator decided last June 2007, is now being appealed by the City to the State Supreme Court. This makes you wonder who is financing the fight? The Municipal League? Most likely. There is an open Assistant Chief position with Chief Eddie Smith retiring. Good luck to Eddie with any future endeavors! The local reports a fund-raiser for the Boys & Girls Club at the end of August with a Harley Davidson Motorcycle being raffled at that time. Also Firefighter Craig Andrews was sponsored by the Department to participate in the Fire Chaplaincy training held in Glorietta, NM in May. The report is that Craig has been ordained as an official Fire Chaplain. Congratulations Craig! This is a terrific state-wide program very worthy of everyone’s support and participation.

Local 4625 Las Vegas NM is our newest chartered local. We welcome President Rodney Sauter who states they have 9 members and look forward to being able to join the State Association as soon as they have their first contract. 

New Business:

In order to send your votes via proxy delegate these guidelines must be followed. First a meeting of the membership with a vote taken about whether the local wishes to send proxies. Next to occur must be a nomination of the delegate or delegates to carry the proxies for the local. If only one delegate is nominated, then no election is necessary because no voting is required. If more than one are selected the usual notifications and procedures for any union election must be followed. There is a maximum of 200 votes which may be carried per delegate. If you have any questions of concerns please contact your regional NMPFFA officer.

There was a motion to support Harold Schaitberger, Vinnie Bollon and Jim Ferguson for re-election to their currently held IAFF officer positions. It was seconded and supported unanimously.

It was moved and approved unanimously to endorse Representative Tom Udall in the race for United States Senator for New Mexico. His opponent is Stevan Pearce.

The PERA Board Municipal representative position is being sought by Firefighter Bernie Martinez from Local 244. It was moved and approved to endorse Bernie and make every effort to get the word out to the members to vote for Bernie. Ballots will come out August 22nd and the voting will be concluded by September 18th. 

At some point we will be inviting Harold Schaitberger and Jim Ferguson to visit New Mexico to showcase the  firefighters support for candidate Udall. It was moved and approved to spend $500 for Firefighters for Udall T-shirts.

There was motion to support the Union Halls recent purchase of a new table and chairs. It was tabled for later discussion. 

Meeting adjourned at 1617 hours.

