NMPFFA Minutes

December 18, 2008

Meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm. In attendance were 11 members representing six locals. 

Presidents Report: On November 17th another successful NMPFFA Convention was held with statewide participation from Carlsbad, Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Las Vegas, Farmington, and Espanola. Officer elections were held with the following results: Emily Kane will be President for the next two years, John Murtagh will remain as Secretary/Treasurer. John Davis is the Northern VP, Robert Sanchez is the Southern VP, Kevin McClellan is the new Central Region VP, and Ahren Griego is our new Trustee. There were seven resolutions, six passed, and one was tabled. An increase of 0.35 in dues will change from 3.30 cents to 3.65 per member per month, rounded down to the nearest ten, or up to ten if the local is smaller. This year we committed to get a presumptive causation Workers Compensation law passed, we sponsored a pipe and drum band, who has agreed to always play for our September 11th Procession. We also made some more financial commitment to our political action and we placed a cap upon our bridge scholarship, $1500/year.
The ALTS conference in Phoenix was wonderful. Lots of fire fighters got an education. 16 New Mexico 
Secretary/Treasurers Report: Our total assets are around 59K with 3750 in our PAC fund. There is still concern that this is not growing but is stagnant. Legal expenses are down, but the Convention and other travel is the high item now.
Old Business: 

Local Reports:

Albuquerque Local 244 County Chapter recently had a combined cadet graduation with 33 city fire fighters attending. Starting pay is 8.43/hour. Steve Vaughan reports that the Random Acts organization has been busy. An event was held in memory of Lawrence Vargas, who was killed by gunshot. The school gave each child a pair of shoes. A total of 26 Random Acts were performed this year, from giving gifts to children at Carrie Tingley hospital to assisting with Fire Fighter Ernie Carrasco’s memorial. 
New Central VP Kevin McClellan reports that negotiations are under way for Los Lunas Fire Fighters Local 4297. New President David Adame is involved and they had a good first meeting. Warned Kevin about the “anti-donation” ruse and others that are Dian Holcomb standards.
Deming Local 4251 reports they have a new chief, Edgar Davalos, promoted from the ranks. Ken thinks this will be OK. Edgar was his Captain for many years. Many of the Deming FD issues appear to be issues that the PRC will want to have a say in. Dispatch and ALS Staffing requirements are the big ones. Meeting with some of the PRC representatives is a good idea.. Deming has their first female fire fighter. 
Ken reports that Silver City is having a “hiring freeze” That Dona Ana County Fire Fighters are ready to organize. Sunland Park apparently never sent their Constitution and By-laws to the IAFF and so they did not get chartered.
Las Vegas Local 4625 is at the table. The City Manager just stepped down. There is a hiring freeze there, and they just posted the Fire Chief’s position which has been vacant for almost a year.
Carlsbad Local 1687 is about to embark on new negotiations. They are not looking at a real pay raise, just a COLA and some other benefits such as increased accruals and benefits. They have five new guys. They are looking to do a three year contract. They report dissatisfaction with the Albuquerque Hilton Hotel and suggest that we move to another hotel for our PEPs this year.
Farmington Local 2850 is beginning negotiations in January. They are filing with the PELRB to have their Captains accreted into the bargaining unit. They mentioned that they tried to call Keith Henry about playing for a promotional ceremony but couldn’t get in touch with him.
Santa Fe County Local 4366 is also attempting to accrete their Captain positions into the bargaining unit and will have a hearing soon. They are having a heck of time trying to get something done with Dina across the table.

Santa Fe Local 2059 President David Jenkins reports that they will be starting negotiations with the City soon. The goal is to have the right people at the table who can make the decisions there and then. Healthcare negotiations are a key focus for this session. Pelly Hutton attended a workshop at the ALTS in Phoenix which helped him gain more tools for conducting effective healthcare negotiations.
New Business: The 49th New Mexico Legislative session begins January 20th, the same day that President elect Barak Obama takes office in Washington DC. We will have a piece of legislation this year for fire fighter presumptive causation. It is a Worker’s Comp bill which establishes that certain cancers and infectious diseases are job related for our profession. This will streamline any possible claims resulting from contraction of the diseases, and reduce costs of litigation as well.  A special provision allowing for cardiac events to be covered is contained in the bill, provided the fire department has a wellness/fitness program for the fire fighters. The beginning date is not until July 2010 to allow everybody to prepare themselves.
The call to the Roundhouse may be sounded at any time. Ii will be imperative that locals send members often and lobby their own legislators about supporting our bill. If we get this enacted all future firefighters will benefit. Passage of this legislation is why the NMPFFA exists, and we are counting on everybody’s support as well.

At the next meeting we will be finalizing the details about our presence at the Alfred K Whitehead Legislative Conference in Washington this March 15-18, 2009. We will try to send all our Regional Vice Presidents to this important conference to lobby our congressional delegation about the IAFF’s legislative agenda for 2009.
Meeting adjourned at 1610 hours.

